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i ﬂ;.' The“l‘exas Department of Health Resources issueda
+*"public warning seven months ago_that regular- con-
.~{sumption of fish and crabs Irom the bay: could 1mper11'

3 grea e L ra..".,- ;

.F]Sh trom the bay are-still showmg as.much assu
times the safe level for mercury;in seafood, Crabb said,
even though: tederal otﬁma]s have doubled the perrmssi

‘;ﬁthree -years of. re-evaluauon,; Taised the_sg_f : ror
“ m:r 1 parts penmi]hon (PPM) of mercury, Crabh

Crabb said these ﬁgures are a compﬂataon of all ﬁshr‘ :
--._samp]ings from ‘the : bay up untll]ast ‘June*15. But he‘_"'

There-_haaheen ttle commercxal ﬁshmg'or crabbmg
in Lavaca Bay m recent years, state ofﬁcaa.ls say... P

Buc ihe bag. mdway between Houston and Cerpus
Christi, has: been iraditionaily popular with sport fisher-«| |
. men,: Thewwerew the. nmary target of the health :
~warning.., %’ ol B !
% During a- warldmde mercury"scare m-1970,":state—
- water officials discovered years-long: mercury ‘polliation
- of the bay by the A]mmnum Company' ot'-Amerlca plant

!;tenng because of mercury contammatmu, but the oys-"f
! Jters surpnsed everyone by cleansmg themselves of the 1

Paul Kutchmskl, the Corpus Christi district supem-"?
sor for the Texas De ent’ of Water Resources, said.
a continuing surveillan has shown no excessive mer-
cury dlschargesrrecenﬂy frum Alcoa or a.ny other ?

_ source. ol ;

- “We have samp]ed everythmg in the f cha.m trom :
grass 'to various levels of nekton (swimming ‘marine -
organisms),”” Kutchinski said.”“But’ we, just haven’t:
been, able 1o put ﬁ.ngerwon the entry pomt Ior the i




